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TIME CHNAGE 

 

USIBWC Southeast Arizona Citizens Forum Public Meeting in 

Tubac on August 12 
 

The U.S. Section of the International Boundary and Water Commission (USIBWC) Southeast Arizona Citizens 

Forum board will host an in-person and virtual public meeting on: 

Tuesday, August 12, 2025, from 3-5 p.m. MST. 

 

• Francisco Morales, Project Manager, North American Development Bank, will present on his 

agency’s wastewater projects aimed at preventing transboundary flows in the Nogales, Arizona, area.  

 

• Joaquin Marruffo Ruiz, Border Programs Administrator, Arizona Department of 

Environmental Quality, will provide an update on progress, challenges, and plans for the Oso Wash 

and Brickwood Canyon projects in Arizona. 

 

The public meeting will be held in person at: 

Tubac Community Center 

Santa Cruz County, North Facility 

50 Bridge Road, Tubac, AZ 85646 

 

The public meeting will also be held virtually. Click here to join the meeting. If possible, it may be helpful for 

you to test connectivity on your own prior to the meeting by clicking on the “Join” link and ensuring your 

camera and microphone are functioning. Or join by phone: +1 915-320-4718,,604116403# Phone conference 

ID: 604 116 403# 

 

For those connecting via phone, the presentations will be available before the start of the meeting. Go to the 

USIBWC Citizens Forum page at https://www.ibwc.gov/citizens-forums-past-meetings/ and look for the 

Southeast Arizona Citizen Forum meeting. 

 

If you would like to speak during the public comment period, please sign up by contacting Frankie Pinon at 

frankie.pinon@ibwc.gov or 915-832-4716 by noon on August 8, 2025. 

 

Media Contact : 

 

Frankie Pinon 

frankie.pinon@ibwc.gov 

915-832-4716 

 

The USIBWC is dedicated to protecting Americans from exposure to Mexican sewage, 

maintaining and operating critical infrastructure, and ensuring the U.S. gets its fair share of water. 

We are committed to working with our federal, state, and local partners and our Mexican 

colleagues to spearhead these issues. 
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YjA0YmVlNjMtNTRkZC00MDBlLWI2NGYtMzhjZmU3ZGQ0ZTEw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e20b1dcb-7db1-47f4-b1b3-a082028c3a03%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22ea73e51a-3b4a-49a5-adc7-588ba26217bb%22%7d
https://www.ibwc.gov/citizens-forums-past-meetings/
mailto:frankie.pinon@ibwc.gov


 

 

 

SOUTHEAST ARIZONA CITIZENS FORUM 

TIME CHANGE 

Tuesday, August 12, 2025, from 3-5 p.m. MST 

 

Tubac Community Center 

Santa Cruz County, North Facility 

50 Bridge Road, Tubac, AZ 85646 

And Via Teams 

 

Agenda 

 

• Welcome and Introductions – USIBWC Citizens Forum Board 

 

Francisco Morales, Project Manager, North American Development Bank:  Agency projects 

aimed at preventing transboundary flows in the Nogales, Arizona, area.  

 

• Joaquin Marruffo Ruiz, Border Programs Administrator, Arizona Department of 

Environmental Quality: Update on progress, challenges, and plans for the Oso Wash and 

Brickwood Canyon projects in Arizona. 

 

• Public Comment 

 

• Board Discussion  

 

• Suggested Future Agenda Items 

 

If you have a disability that you wish to self-identify confidentially that requires accommodation, please 

advise us ahead of time. For more information call 915-832-4716 or email frankie.pinon@ibwc.gov 

 

Microsoft Teams meeting 

 

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device: Click here to join the meeting. 

 

Meeting ID: 294 983 852 575 3  

Passcode: CH7Ui7SQ  

Download Teams | Join on the web 

Or call in (audio only) 

+1 915-320-4718,,604116403# 

Phone conference ID: 604 116 403# 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YjA0YmVlNjMtNTRkZC00MDBlLWI2NGYtMzhjZmU3ZGQ0ZTEw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e20b1dcb-7db1-47f4-b1b3-a082028c3a03%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22ea73e51a-3b4a-49a5-adc7-588ba26217bb%22%7d
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/download-app
https://www.microsoft.com/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting
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Photos 1,2&3 Courtesy of Ben Lomeli
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Video provided by NADBank

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1WGsIV1j3_9bMR9e6AQ9kXHjjc09xWQf_/preview
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Urban planned growth:
4,000 Acres

8 yrs
Mixed Use

built in 2018

built in 2012
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Water Use Alternative Analysis in advance of future 
flows from Oso Wash

One of the objectives of this study is to identify and propose concrete 
actions that allow to improve the operational efficiency of the wastewater 
treatment plants in Nogales, Sonora to have the effluent comply with the 

standards.
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Binational Taskforce
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Current Situation

● Additional connections to the planned ones (2020-2025) 
have exceeded the wwtp capacity for treatment.

● Nogales Sonora water utilities (OOMAPAS) has expressed 
their inability to address the current situation with the 
existing conditions.
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Solutions

1. For the US side of the Oso Wash, continue advancing in 
the development of a nature-based contingency system 
to restore the riparian ecosystem of the SCR.

2. Nogales Sonora needs to expand the treatment capacity 
for this area:
○ Expanding the existing wwtp capacity
○ Require the construction of wwtp to the new 

developments as the area grows.
3. Implement nature based solutions in the Mexican portion 

of the Oso Wash.



Thank you
Joaquin Marruffo Ruiz

marruffo.joaquin@azdeq.gov
520.628.6744

mailto:marruffo.joaquin@azdeq.gov

