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INTERNATIONAL PLAN FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE PRESIDIO-OJINAGA VALLEY 
AGAINST FLOODS OF THE RIO GI{l\:NDE 

The Commission met in the offi.ces of the United States Section 
at 6:00p.m. on February 7, 1975, to consider the international plan 
it should rec01mnend to the two Governments for protection of the .I' 
Presidio-Ojinaga Valley against floods of the Rio Grande. 

The Com:nission recognized the need \vhich has long existed to 
protect the productive agricultural lands of the Presidio-Ojinaga 
Valley, in the United States and Hexico, from the fTequent flooding 
which they suffer. It noted that the differences \·Thich formerly 
existed regarding the position of the internat.ional boundary in the 
Valley, '"hich had obstructed the prepara.tion of a plan for its pro­
tection, Here resolved by the Boundary Treaty of 1970, so that. its 
preparation and the construction of protection vmrks are no~v timely. 
The Cominission confirrned that Article 6 of the l\Tater Treaty of 19iJ.4 
authorizes it to recommend such a plan to the two Governments. The 
Commission considered that the pian should be prepared on the basis 
of the position that the Rio Grande ~vill occupy in the Valley after 
the relocations of its channel stipulated in Article I of the 
Boundary Treaty of 1970 and recommended in .Minute No. 246 of this 
Co~~ission, are executed. 

The Commission then reviewed the "Joint Report of the Principa{ 
Engineers Recotm.ncnding an International Plan for the Protection of ··, 
the Presidio-Ojinaga Valley Against Floods of the Rio Grande, 11 sub~ 
mitted·by Principal Engineers Delbert D. HcNealy and Jenaro Paz Reyes, 
dated February 6, 1975, the English text of which is attached to this 
Minute and forms a part thereof. 

The Comnission agreed that the international plan proposed by 
the Principal Engineers, to augment the capacity of the channel of 
the Rio Grande by the addition of cleared berms and levees on both 
sides, constitutes the most practical plan to provide a high degree 
of protection for the Presidio-Ojinaga Valley against the floods of 
that .river. 

The Conmlission agreed that the width proposed by the 'Principal 
Engineers for the cleared berms in order that the distance from the. 
internatiohal boundary line to the riverside toe of the levees not be 
less than 75 feet (23 meters) betueen the site of Paradero Dive.:r.sion 
Dam and the confluence of the Conches River and the Rio Grande, and 
not be less than 262 feet (80 meters) between that confluence and the 
confluence of Ala:Jtito Creek and the I:.io Grande~ \Wuld satisfy the 
purpose of Article IV B (1) of the 1970 Boundary Treaty, \,;hich pro­
vides that each Government shall prohibit the construction of works 
which, in the judgment of the Commission, may cause deflection or 
obstruction of the normal flow of the river or of its flood floHs. 
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The Commission noted that a Rart of the Hexican lands in the 
Valley are also subject to the floods from the Conchas River, a 
Hexican tributary to the Rio Grande, and that the international plan 
proposed by the Principal Engi11eers would not. provide flood pr0tec-:­
tion for such lands. Their protectiot1 requires that the international 
plan be complemented by a Hexican project for protection against 

I floods of the Conchas River, which would be under the jurisdiction .cmd 
I responsibility of the Government of Hexico. 

I '~'1.1e Commission also agreed that the division bet-v1een the two 
i count.ries of the costs of construction of the Horks provided for in 
t the international plan proposed by the Principal Engineers is 
)equitable; that their construction would be more econcmical if the 
1 flood protection vorks adjoining the relocations of the Rio Grande 
j in the Presidio-Oj inaga Valley, stipulated in Article I of the 
i B.oundary Treaty of 1970, are constructed concurrently w·ith exQct:,tion 
l o.f· the relocations; and that, to effect such concurrent construction 
lit •·muld be necesi?ary to carry out the exchanges that are proposed 
1 
by the Principal Engineers of parts of the construction v10rks of the 
relocations of the Rio Grande assigned to the United State-s, pur.su<1n.t: 
to Hiuute No. 2lf6 of this Comniission, for parts of equal cost of the 

1 system of flood protection construction ~vorks pertainj.:1g to Hexico. 
I 
l • The Commission agreed on the necessity of the maintenance of tlm 
!works of the international plan for the protection of the Presidio­
,Oj inaga Valley against the floods of the Rio Grande, as proposed by 
l tlH; Principal Engineers, and that the division of the maintenance j 

~works as they proposed w~ul~ be equitable and appropriate• I 

I . TI:ereupo~, the Comnnss1on adopted the following Resolution., 1
1
!. 

1 \oth1ch J$ subm1tted for the approval of the two Governments: 

I 1. That the flJoint Report of the Principal Engineers Recom-
1

1 

2. 

1 
l 3. 

I 

mending an International Plan for the Protection of the 
Presidio-Ojinaga Valley Against Fl.oods of the Rio Grande," 1· 
dated February 6, 1975, the English text of which is I 
attached to this Hinute and forms a part hereof, be approved. I 
That the two Governments, through their respective Sections 
of the Commission and under its supervision, construct the 
works of the International Plan for the protection of the 
Presidio-Ojinaga Valley against floods of the Rio Grande 
described in the Jpint Report of the Principal Engineers, 
ar.d subsequently maintain them, <·Jith the divisiorr between 
the two countries of t:he works of construction and of 
maintenance that is described in the same Report. 

That 1:he flood· protection t·10rks which adjoin the relocations 
of the Rio Grande in the Presidio-Ojinaga V.::11lcy be con­
structed concurrently -v7ith execution of the Horks for the 
relocations, vlith· the exchanges that the Principal Engineers 
propose in their Joint Report of parts of the construction 

I 
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~ works of the relocation~ of the Rio Grande-assigned to the 
United States for parts of equal cost of the flood protec­
tion \vorks pertaining to Mexico. 

4. That to conform with the stipulations of Article IV B (1) 
of the Boundary Treaty of 1970, each Government prohibit 
the construction of levee or other works in its territory 
from the international boundary line for a distance of 75 
feet (23 meters) bet~·Tee.n the site of the Paradero Diversion 
Dam and·the confluence of the Conches River and the Rio 
Grande, and of 262 feet (80 meters) between that confluence 
and the confluence of Alamito Creek and the Rio Grande, it 
being understood that the areas bet~veen the boundary and 
the limit of these distances shall be maintained clear and 
free of vegetation that could cause a deflection 0!" obstruc­
tion of the normal f1ot·7S of the Rio Grande or of its floods. 

The meeting adjourned. 

Secretary of the United States · 
Section 

v~A ......r-}<~e:.·J ~- ~/;.~Af?Y . 1/ .. 
. Secretary of :the Mexicar'i Secti~n-- . 


