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I NTEID-1ATIONAL BOTJt.lJ)ARY AND Ti!A TER COW!ISSim· 
UNITED STI·TF1> A~'D - :MEXICO 

HINU TE t-TQ • 200 

Ciudad tTuarez, Chihuahua 
August 13, 1954 

TEHPORARY DIKt;; t.CROSS '!HE RIO GRA~lJ)E N"S:f· R ITS MOUTH 

The Commission met at the offices of the Mexican Section i n Ciudad 
Juar ez, Chihuahua, at 11:00 a.m., on August 13, 1954, to act upon the 
proposal presented by !!texico to construct a t empor ary dike across the 
Rio Gr ande, near its rnouth, to pennit the diversion and use of Mexican 
waters of th~ Rio Grande without being mixed with sea water. 

The proposal presented by the Mexican Com~issioner in his communi
cation 1138 of May 3, 1954, was referred to the Principal Engineer s for 
study and is discussed in the "Joint Report of the Principal Engineers 
on the Construction of a Temporary Dike in the Channel of the Rio Grcnde 
near its Mouth". The Spanish and English texts of this Joint Report, 
dated August 2, 1954, are attached hereto and form part of this Minute . 

The Commission reviewed the proposal in the light of the ,TClint 
Report of the Principal Engineers and the pertinent provisions of the 
Vlat er Treaty, particularly those of Article 9(b) which authorizes either 
of the two countries to divert and use the water belonging to it and to 
construct the necessary works f or such purpose . The Mexican Commissioner 
r eiterated that Mexico urgently needs the proposed temporary dike i n 
order to be able to supply water to the lowermost Mexican water users , 
principally for domestic uses, which it has not been possible to do 
satisfactorily because of the contamination caused by the entry into 
the river of salt water from the Gulf of Mexico. 

The Commission then adopted the following resolutions: 

"1. The construction of a t emporary dike of the kind proposed 
by Mexico to permit diversion and use of the Mexican waters 
of the Rio Gr ande without being mixed with sea water is 
authorized by Article 9(b) of the Wat er Treaty of 1944. 

112. The t,Toint Report of the Principal Engineers on the 
Construction of a Temporary Dike in the Channel of the 
Rio Grande near its Mouth', dated August 2, 1954, is 
approved. 

"3. The 
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113. The construction, operation and maintenance of the 
proposed ta~porary dike shall be performed by and at 
the expense of Mexico, under the supervision of the 
Commission, subject to the pertinent provisions of the 
Water Treatv and to the following specific understandings: 

11 (a) The temporary dike shall be constructed substantially 
in accordance with Ministry of Hydraulic Resources 
Drawing No. 2405-C-794 which is attached to this 
Minute , and pursuant to the recommendations of the 
Joint Report of the Principal Engineers. 

11 (b) In accordance with the provisions of Articles 2 and 
23 of the Water Treaty of 1944, each Section of the 
Commission shall have jurisdiction over the part of 
the works located within the territory of its re
spective country. 

11 (c) The operation and maintenance of the structure shall 
be performed in such manner that the United States 
will be able to divert without restrictions, upstream 
or downstream from the structure, the waters allotted 
to it by the Water Treaty of 1944. 

11 (d) Mexico shall assume full pecuniary responsibility for 
any damage caused to properties located within the 
United States which, in the opinion of the Commission, 
may result from the construction, operation or main
t enance of the temporary dike." 

The meeting then ad,iourned. 

(signed) 

(signed) 

L. H. Hewitt 
Commissioner of thelf:nitcd States 

D. Herrera J. -----Commissioner of Mexico 

(signed) George H. Winters 
Secretary of the United States S8cti"O:! 

(signed) Fernando Rivas S. 
Secretary of the Mexican Section 


