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 B-1 USIBWC 

Threatened and Endangered Species Habitat Potentially Occurring within Counties intersecting the Levee Corridor 

Common Name Scientific Name Federal 
Status 

State 
Status 

Hidalgo 
County 

Cameron 
County Description 

AMPHIBIANS       

Black-spotted 
newt 

Notophthalmus 
meridionalis  T X X 

can be found in wet or sometimes wet areas, such as arroyos, canals, 
ditches, or even shallow depressions; aestivates in the ground during dry 
periods; Gulf Coastal Plain south of the San Antonio River 

Mexican treefrog Smilisca baudinii  T X X subtropical region of extreme southern Texas; breeds May-October 
coinciding with rainfall, eggs laid in temporary rain pools 

Sheep frog Hypopachus 
variolosus  T X X predominantly grassland and savanna; moist sites in arid areas 

South Texas 
siren (large 
form) 

Siren sp 1  T X X 

wet or sometimes wet areas, such as arroyos, canals, ditches, or even 
shallow depressions; aestivates in the ground during dry periods, but 
does require some moisture to remain; southern Texas south of Balcones 
Escarpment; breeds February-June 

White-lipped 
frog 

Leptodactylus 
labialis  T X X 

grasslands, cultivated fields, roadside ditches, and a wide variety of other 
habitats; often hides under rocks or in burrows under clumps of grass; 
species requirements incompatible with widespread habitat alteration and 
pesticide use in south Texas 

BIRDS       

American 
Peregrine 
Falcon 

Falco peregrinus 
anatum DL E   resident in west Texas 

Arctic Peregrine 
Falcon 

Falco peregrinus 
tundrius DL T X X currently potential migrant through most of state, winters along gulf coast 

Brown Pelican Pelecanus 
occidentalis LE E  X largely coastal and near shore areas, where it roosts and nests on islands 

and spoil banks 

Cactus Glaucidium  T X X riparian trees, brush, palm, and mesquite thickets; during day also roosts 
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 B-2 USIBWC 

Threatened and Endangered Species Habitat Potentially Occurring within Counties intersecting the Levee Corridor 

Common Name Scientific Name Federal 
Status 

State 
Status 

Hidalgo 
County 

Cameron 
County Description 

Ferruginous 
Pygmy-owl 

brasilianum 
cactorum 

in small caves and recesses on slopes of low hills; breeding April-June 

Common Black-
Hawk 

Buteogallus 
anthracinus  T X X cottonwood-lined rivers and streams; willow tree groves on the lower Rio 

Grande floodplain; formerly bred in south Texas 

Eskimo Curlew Numenius borealis LE E  X historic; nonbreeding: grasslands, pastures, plowed fields, and less 
frequently, marshes and mudflats 

Gray Hawk Asturina nitida  T X X 

locally and irregularly along U.S.-Mexico border; mature riparian 
woodlands and nearby semiarid mesquite and scrub grasslands; breeding 
range formerly extended north to southernmost Rio Grande floodplain of 
Texas  

Interior Least 
Tern 

Sterna antillarum 
athalassos LE E X X 

subspecies is listed only when inland (more than 50 miles from a 
coastline); nests along sand and gravel bars within braided streams, 
rivers; also know to nest on man-made structures (inland beaches, 
wastewater treatment plants, gravel mines, etc); eats small fish and 
crustaceans, when breeding forages within a few hundred feet of colony 

Northern 
Aplomado 
Falcon 

Falco femoralis 
septentrionalis LE E  X 

open country, especially savanna and open woodland, and sometimes in 
very barren areas; grassy plains and valleys with scattered mesquite, 
yucca, and cactus; nests in old stick nests of other bird species 

Northern 
Beardless-
tyrannulet 

Camptostoma 
imberbe  T X X mesquite woodlands; near Rio Grande frequents cottonwood, willow, elm, 

and great leadtree; breeding April-July 

Peregrine 
Falcon Falco peregrinus DL E T X X subspecies (F p tundrius) potential migrant through most of state, winters 

along coast; subspecies (F p anatum) resident, nests in west Texas 

Piping Plover Charadrius 
melodus LT T  X wintering migrant along the Texas Gulf Coast; beaches and bayside mud 

or salt flats 

Reddish Egret Egretta rufescens  T X X resident of the Texas Gulf Coast; brackish marshes and shallow salt 
ponds and tidal flats; nests on ground or in trees or bushes, on dry coastal 
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 B-3 USIBWC 

Threatened and Endangered Species Habitat Potentially Occurring within Counties intersecting the Levee Corridor 

Common Name Scientific Name Federal 
Status 

State 
Status 

Hidalgo 
County 

Cameron 
County Description 

islands in brushy thickets of yucca and prickly pear 

Rose-throated 
Becard 

Pachyramphus 
aglaiae  T X X riparian trees, woodlands, open forest, scrub, and mangroves; breeding 

April-July 

Sooty Tern Sterna fuscata  T  X predominately 'on the wing'; does not dive, but snatches small fish and 
squid with bill as it flies or hovers over water; breeding April-July 

Texas Botteri's 
Sparrow 

Aimophila botterii 
texana  T X X grassland and short-grass plains with scattered bushes or shrubs, 

sagebrush, mesquite, or yucca; nests on ground of low clump of grasses 

Tropical Parula Parula pitiayumi  T X X dense or open woods, undergrowth, brush, and trees along edges of 
rivers and resacas; breeding April-July 

White-Faced Ibis Plegadis chihi  T X X 
prefers freshwater marshes, sloughs, and irrigated rice fields, but will 
attend brackish and saltwater habitats; nests in marshes, in low trees, on 
the ground in bulrushes or reeds, or on floating mats 

White-Tailed 
Hawk 

Buteo 
albicaudatus  T X X 

near coast on prairies, cordgrass flats, and scrub-live oak; further inland 
on prairies, mesquite and oak savannas, and mixed savanna-chaparral; 
breeding March-May 

Wood Stork Mycteria 
americana  T X X 

forages in prairie ponds, flooded pastures or fields, ditches, and other 
shallow standing water, including salt-water; usually roosts communally in 
tall snags, sometimes in association with other wading birds (i.e. active 
heronries); breeds in Mexico and birds move into Gulf States in search of 
mud flats and other wetlands, even those associated with forested areas; 
formerly nested in Texas, but no breeding records since 1960 

Zone-Tailed 
Hawk Buteo albonotatus  T X X 

arid open country, including open deciduous or pine-oak woodland, mesa 
or mountain county, often near watercourses, and wooded canyons and 
tree-lined rivers along middle-slopes of desert mountains; nests in various 
habitats and sites, ranging from small trees in lower desert, giant 
cottonwoods in riparian areas, to mature conifers in high mountain regions 

FISHES       
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 B-4 USIBWC 

Threatened and Endangered Species Habitat Potentially Occurring within Counties intersecting the Levee Corridor 

Common Name Scientific Name Federal 
Status 

State 
Status 

Hidalgo 
County 

Cameron 
County Description 

Blackfin goby Gobionellus 
atripinnis  T  X Southern coastal area; brackish and freshwater coastal streams 

Opossum 
pipefish 

Microphis 
brachyurus  T  X brooding adults found in fresh or low salinity waters and young move or 

are carried into more saline waters after birth; southern coastal areas 

Rio Grande 
silvery minnow 

Hybognathus 
amarus LE E X X 

extirpated; historically Rio Grande and Pecos River systems and canals; 
pools and backwaters of medium to large streams with low or moderate 
gradient in mud, sand, or gravel bottom; ingests mud and bottom ooze for 
algae and other organic matter; probably spawns on silt substrates of 
quiet coves 

River goby Awaous banana  T X X 
Southern coastal waters; clear water with slow to moderate current, sandy 
or hard bottom, and little or no vegetation; also enters brackish and ocean 
waters 

MAMMALS       

Black bear Ursus americanus T/SA;NL T   
bottomland hardwoods and large tracts of inaccessible forested areas; 
due to field characteristics similar to Louisiana Black Bear (LT, T), treat all 
east Texas black bears as federal and state listed Threatened  

Black-footed 
ferret Mustela nigripes LE E   extirpated; inhabited prairie dog towns in the general area  

Coues' rice rat Oryzomys couesi  T X X 

cattail-bulrush marsh with shallower zone of aquatic grasses near the 
shoreline; shade trees around the shoreline are important features; 
prefers salt and freshwater, as well as grassy areas near water; breeds 
April-August 

Gray wolf Canis lupus LE E   extirpated; formerly known throughout the western two-thirds of the state 
in forests, brushlands, or grasslands 

Greater long-
nosed bat 

Leptonycteris 
nivalis LE E   

in Texas, Big Bend region; colonial, cave-dwelling species that usually 
inhabits deep caverns; nectivorous, with Agave spp. preferred; breeding 
season April-June, with single offspring born in Mexico prior to migration 
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Threatened and Endangered Species Habitat Potentially Occurring within Counties intersecting the Levee Corridor 

Common Name Scientific Name Federal 
Status 

State 
Status 

Hidalgo 
County 

Cameron 
County Description 

to Texas 

Jaguar Panthera onca LE E X X extirpated; dense chaparral; no reliable Texas sightings since 1952 

Jaguarundi Herpailurus 
yaguarondi LE E X X 

thick brushlands, near water favored; 60 to 75 day gestation, young born 
sometimes twice per year in March and August, elsewhere the beginning 
of the rainy season and end of the dry season 

Ocelot Leopardus 
pardalis LE E X X dense chaparral thickets; mesquite-thorn scrub and live oak mottes; 

avoids open areas; breeds and raises young June-November 

Southern yellow 
bat Lasiurus ega  T X X 

associated with trees, such as palm trees (Sabal mexicana) in 
Brownsville, which provide them with daytime roosts; insectivorous; 
breeding in late winter 

West Indian 
manatee 

Trichechus 
manatus LE E  X Gulf and bay system; opportunistic, aquatic herbivore 

White-nosed 
coati Nasua narica  T X X 

woodlands, riparian corridors and canyons; most individuals in Texas 
probably transients from Mexico; diurnal and crepuscular; very sociable; 
forages on ground and in trees; omnivorous; may be susceptible to 
hunting, trapping, and pet trade 

MOLLUSKS       

Texas hornshell Popenaias popeii C  X X 

both ends of narrow shallow runs over bedrock, in areas where small-
grained materials collect in crevices, along river banks, and at the base of 
boulders; not known from impoundments; Rio Grande Basin and several 
rivers in Mexico 

REPTILES       

Atlantic 
hawksbill sea 
turtle 

Eretmochelys 
imbricata LE E  X Gulf and bay system 
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Threatened and Endangered Species Habitat Potentially Occurring within Counties intersecting the Levee Corridor 

Common Name Scientific Name Federal 
Status 

State 
Status 

Hidalgo 
County 

Cameron 
County Description 

Black-striped 
snake 

Coniophanes 
imperialis  T X X extreme south Texas; semi-arid coastal plain, warm, moist micro-habitats 

and sandy soils; proficient burrower; eggs laid April-June 

Green sea turtle Chelonia mydas LT T  X Gulf and bay system 

Indigo snake Drymarchon corais  T X X 

Texas south of the Guadalupe River and Balcones Escarpment; 
thornbush-chaparral woodlands of south Texas, in particular dense 
riparian corridors; can do well in suburban and irrigated croplands if not 
molested or indirectly poisoned; requires moist microhabitats, such as 
rodent burrows, for shelter 

Kemp's Ridley 
sea turtle 

Lepidochelys 
kempii LE E  X Gulf and bay system 

Leatherback sea 
turtle 

Dermochelys 
coriacea LE E  X Gulf and bay system 

Loggerhead sea 
turtle Caretta caretta LT T  X Gulf and bay system 

Northern cat-
eyed snake 

Leptodeira 
septentrionalis 
septentrionalis 

 T X X Gulf Coastal Plain south of the Nueces River; thorn brush woodland; 
dense thickets bordering ponds and streams; semi-arboreal; nocturnal 

Reticulate 
collared lizard 

Crotaphytus 
reticulatus  T X  

requires open brush-grasslands; thorn-scrub vegetation, usually on well-
drained rolling terrain of shallow gravel, caliche, or sandy soils; often on 
scattered flat rocks below escarpments or isolated rock outcrops among 
scattered clumps of prickly pear and mesquite 

Speckled racer Drymobius 
margaritiferus  T X X 

extreme south Texas; dense thickets near water, Texas palm groves, 
riparian woodlands; often in areas with much vegetation litter on ground; 
breeds April-August 

Texas horned 
lizard 

Phrynosoma 
cornutum  T X X 

open, arid and semi-arid regions with sparse vegetation, including grass, 
cactus, scattered brush or scrubby trees; soil may vary in texture from 
sandy to rocky; burrows into soil, enters rodent burrows, or hides under 



Donna-Brownsville Levee System 
Draft Environmental Assessment Appendix B 

 B-7 USIBWC 

Threatened and Endangered Species Habitat Potentially Occurring within Counties intersecting the Levee Corridor 

Common Name Scientific Name Federal 
Status 

State 
Status 

Hidalgo 
County 

Cameron 
County Description 

rock when inactive; breeds March-September 

Texas scarlet 
snake 

Cemophora 
coccinea lineri  T  X mixed hardwood scrub on sandy soils; feeds on reptile eggs; semi-

fossorial; active April-September 

Texas tortoise Gopherus 
berlandieri  T X X 

open brush with a grass understory is preferred; open grass and bare 
ground are avoided; when inactive occupies shallow depressions at base 
of bush or cactus, sometimes in underground burrows or under objects; 
longevity greater than 50 years; active March-November; breeds April-
November 

PLANTS       

South Texas 
ambrosia 

Ambrosia 
cheiranthifolia LE E  X open prairies and various shrublands on deep clay soils; flowering July-

November 

Star cactus Astrophytum 
asterias LE E X X gravelly saline clays or loams over the Catahoula and Frio formations, on 

gentle slopes and flats in grasslands or shrublands; flowering in May 

Texas ayenia Ayenia limitaris LE E X X woodlands on alluvial deposits on floodplains and terraces along the Rio 
Grande; flowering throughout the year with sufficient rainfall 

Walker's manioc Manihot walkerae LE E X  periphery of native brush in sandy loam; also on caliche cuestas; 
flowering April-September (following rains?) 

Status Key:  

LE, LT -   Federally Listed Endangered/Threatened  

E/SA, T/SA -  Federally Listed Endangered/Threatened by Similarity of Appearance  

C -   Federal Candidate for Listing; formerly Category 1 Candidate  

DL, PDL -  Federally Delisted/Proposed for Delisting  

E, T -   State Listed Endangered/Threatened 
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DETAILED MAPS OF CULTURAL RESOURCES ALONG THE DONNA-
BROWNSVILLE LEVEE SURVEY CORRIDOR 
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East Brownsville, Southmost, Palmito Hill, and Mouth of the Rio Grande.
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Figure 3.1  . The Donna-Brownsville Levee study 
corridor showing locations of known 
and potential cultural resources.
USGS 7.5 minute series topographic maps: San Juan Southeast,
Progresso, Santa Maria, La Paloma, Olmito, West Brownsville, 
East Brownsville, Southmost, Palmito Hill, and Mouth of the Rio Grande.
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